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HOA Governing Documents

Governing documents for a community association are given out to all residents in an HOA. They contain the declaration, articles of incorporation, bylaws and rules that HOA. Governing documents must be followed and changes to these documents can only be made after a successful vote.

The Different Documents

Your HOA governing documents are made up of several different documents. Each one is necessary for properly running and maintaining your HOA.

Declaration – Also known as the declaration of covenants, conditions and restrictions or CC&Rs, this document tells homeowners what they can and cannot do in regards to the real estate.

Articles of Incorporation – The articles of incorporation define the HOA as a corporation with a governing board, which makes decisions for improving the community association.

Bylaws – The bylaws are guidelines for the HOA. It explains how the association operates and includes information on meetings, elections, quorums, board member duties and all other processes needed to run the HOA.

Rules and Regulations – The rules and regulations expand and clarify the CC&Rs. They detail everything homeowners can and cannot do to their home or in the common areas.




Why These Documents Are Necessary?

Governing documents give you a guideline to follow when making decisions. Without the governing documents, there are no rules to follow in the HOA. 

Homeowners can do whatever they want and the HOA can do whatever it wants. The documents protect both sides from harassment and conflicts by making rules and guidelines clear and well-defined, which creates a better environment and place to live.

How to Create Governing Documents

The board creates the governing documents, but they must first create a vision for the HOA. All decisions in the governing document should reflect that vision. However, rules and bylaws in the governing documents cannot contradict state and federal laws. State and federal laws trump all decisions made by the HOA board.

After the initial documents have been created and the HOA established, changes can be made. However, the board no longer has the freedom to make changes on their own. They must hold a vote for the residents before they make any changes.

Governing documents are the basis of a functioning HOA. They define the role of the homeowner and the role of the HOA board to create order and reduce confusion and complaints.
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